[The surgical treatment of inflammatory aneurysms of the abdominal aorta. The usefulness of nuclear magnetic resonance (MR) in the preoperative diagnosis].
Inflammatory abdominal aortic aneurysms (IAAA) represent a peculiar variant compared with the common atherosclerotic origin of aortic aneurysms. Between January 1988 and March 1992, 111 aneurysmectomies were performed at our institution: 98 elective and 13 emergency procedures. In 10 cases (all males, mean age 68.5) an IAAA was found. 8/10 of those patients operated upon electively were studied preoperatively with MRI. All the IAAA but one were correctly identified preoperatively. Identification of IAAA with MRI in these cases improved the surgical approach. In conclusion, patients with IAAA can be operated upon safely especially if a preoperative diagnosis is present. MRI greatly improves our ability to characterize non invasively IAAA.